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to the interest which attaches to the story of the firms. Also
to remind those who have but heard it cursorily, that there is
a story of affluence and dignity behind them, which we may
hope is not to disappear among the stately edifices of the past.
But trades demand business, and business is wrhat the world
is finding so hard to produce in proportion to the organiza-
tion waiting to handle it.

Nevertheless, whatever the future holds, there will always
be a large European business community and it must always,
according to the English organization of society, be divided
into two classes, viz. the management in all its grades, and
the employes in all their varying grades. The dividing line
between the two is distinct but always crossable. When,
however, we come to the social life, the amusements and
interests which are so essential to life in India, the arrange-
ments for Europeans in the great ports are always a matter
for concern. The 'gazetted' classes to use an Indian official
phrase, in business 'the management' and those who will
eventually rise thereto, have the social clubs of all kinds
at their disposal according to their means. Games of all
kinds, golf courses, cricket clubs and meeting-places are avail-
able. At Bombay the coterie who sail have a most attractive
change from the heat of the shore at their disposal. The
horse-racing, which is in many ways better organized in India
than anywhere else, attracts all and sundry. But business
hours are long, and the release which the Army gets for after-
noon recreation, by reason of their early morning start, is
often denied to business men on working days, unless they
are energetic enough to get it before the hours of office
commence.

Failing commerce, world depression and competition
however, have done much to injure and to change the old
firms' prosperity, and the pleasant and dignified lives of the
members and cadets of the great houses, and less money is
available for the amenities of the employer. The post-War
boom referred to when the returning rush of commerce to
fill empty warehouses seemed to promise an expansion that